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INTRODUCTION 
Every person at Bundamba State Secondary 
College has the right to experience positive and 
respectful relationships between all members of 
the school community.  They also have the right 
to learn and teach in a happy and safe 
environment.  Bullying behaviour is not 
acceptable at Bundamba State Secondary 
College. 
 
DEFINITION OF BULLYING 

 It is a repetitive attack, which causes 
distress not only at the time of the attack 
but also by the threat of future attacks. 

 It is characterized by an imbalance of 
power. 

 Its nature may be: 
 Verbal 
 Physical 
 Social 
 Psychological 

 
“Bullying is a behaviour which can be defined as 
the repeated attack, physical, psychological, 
social or verbal in nature, by those in a position of 
power which is formally or situationally defined, 
with the intention of causing distress for their 
own gain or gratification”.  (Besag 1998) 
 
A number of strategies to combat bullying have 
been implemented at Bundamba State Secondary 
College.  They also aim to involve the whole 
school community in combating bullying. 
 
PREVENTATIVE STRATEGIES 

 School policy outlining firm action and 
appropriate consequences. 

 A school ethos that models co-operation. 
 Liaison with other schools to identify high 

risk students. 
 “Transition Days” for Year 7 students. 

 Year 8 Settling into High School Program 
focusing on “Relationships” and “Anti-
Bullying”. 

 An “Anti-Harassment, Vilification and 
Bullying Program” designed for Year 8 to 10 
students implemented in Bundamba 
Development Programme lessons. 

 Supervision of all students by all staff. 
 Communication – staff, students, parents, 

other agencies. 
 Remediation Programs – social skills, 

assertiveness training, anger management, 
communication skills and support for 
students with learning difficulties. 

 Year 8 English unit on Bullying. 
 Year 9 Health and Physical Education unit 

on Bullying. 
 Cross Curriculum Anti-Bullying philosophy – 

information about bullying being presented 
in the classroom within the subject 
contexts. 

 Appreciation – the acceptance of 
individuals. 

 Appropriate attitudes between staff and 
students. 

 
Through school assemblies, the school newsletter 
and preventative programs, the importance of 
reporting bullying at Bundamba State Secondary 
College has been emphasized.  All reports of 
bullying will be taken seriously and handled in a 
sensitive manner. 
Bullying exists at all levels in our society.  The 
effects of bullying on learning and adjustment at 
school can be devastating and far reaching for 
the student involved.  At Bundamba State 
Secondary College we believe that the whole 
school community can share the responsibility for 
combating bullying whenever and wherever it 
occurs. 


